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Editorial 


Ordered commissions 
and exhibitory decisions 


Afghans showed their support to the Bon decision and 
appreciate it warmly. 

Forming an independent commission for the Loya Jarga 
was one of the Bon decisions. That commission was 
apparently formed by the United Nation, but 
unfortunately was attended by the anti-Loya Jarga 
warlords, armed groups and their supporters except two 
or three attendants. 

The second mistake of the United Nation was the 
selection of the wrong delegates who were to visit the 
Loya Jarga's judges, so the delegates did not perform 
their duty honestly. 

The series of forming the commissions have been in 
progress as the commission for the Fundamental Law, the 
Human Right commissions and the National Jargas which 
have a basic role in the future of Afghanistan as the other 
essential commissions. 

If the delegates of these commissions are chosen from the 
former ethnic groups and Taliban, as the former 
authorities who were sheltered by Russia and some of 
them were sheltered by Pakistan and Iran, they will also 
be sheltered by the United States and the United Nations 
and will use their groups and power and will take the 
advantages. 

As it is known that the National Jargas are very vital, so 
the attendants of these Jargas should not be bloody 
handed and they should not be involved in any crimes. 

The experienced and the patriots should be invited to the 
Jargas and their backgrounds should be announced by the 
news agencies and the people should be asked if they 
approve of the attendants 

We still mention if this commission is held behind the 
closed doors and for the political policies then the 
National Jarga will not be trustful anymore as the Loya 
Jarga and the attendants will use the United Nation and 
International forces for their own benefits. 


The very cold winter 
kills many people 

The number of the dead 
people due to the cold has 
increased in Europe. Asia and 
other parts of the world 
The received news from 
Russia says that six people 
have been killed in the eastern 
areas of the Russia due to the 
heavy snow fall and the cold 
Six more people were killed 
in Moscow which raises the 
number of the died people to 
230 since the snow fall and 
the cold have begun. 

Two people were killed in 
Poland in the first days of the 
winter. 

India is also badly affected 
and more than 200 people 
have died 240 more were 
killed in some parts of 
Bangladesh which arc near to 
India. 


In this issue: 

(Paslito ami Dari) 

1) - (('arc International) will 
take a big step if . 

2) Our action toward 
unpleasant condition of the 
villages 

3) Sports page 

■I) What the people say' 

5) - Have you heard? 

6) - What does I Izbekistan 
want? 

7) - This in here, that in 
there 

S) - There should he a 
decision for all officials 

9) (Jeneral Dttstom saves 
from attack 

10) T rance and Germany 
have the same point of view 
against Iraq 


Two Afghan airplanes 
are landed 


Two Afghan airplanes 
which were earning 
pilgrims from Hirat 
province of Afghanistan 
were thought to be 
hijacked and were 
compelled to land in Abu- 
Dhabi airport 

Alghazi. a major general 
of the Arab Emirates in 
Aul-Nahcl air base said to 
the reporters that the 


planes were searched for 
weapons, but nothing was 
found in the planes and they 
were allowed to fly to Saudi 
Arabia A third plane was 
also searched in the same 
base for the same reason 
and produced the same 
result. 

The third plane had brought 
some supplies to the Arab 
Emirates and is still kept 


there. 

He added that they were 
informed that the planes were 
hijacked, so thc\ asked the 
pilots to land in that air base 
He did not give enough 
information, but refused that 
the planes were landed by the 
war planes of the allied forces 
which arc under control of the 
United States in the Persian 
Gulf. 


As soon as the old 
Afghan currency expired, 
the Kabul municipality 
released ^ new price list 
and distributed it in the 
Kabul city. 

Dear brothers and sisters' 
Tty to know and be 


aware! 


since the privilege, 
over timing and 
salary of the 
municipality 
officials do not 
cover their 
expenses, 
since the traders 


and the 

governmental 

governmental 

income goes in 

officials are not 

private pockets 

known separately. 

and the bribery is 

since the central 

not avoided. 

bank does not 

- Since the people 

avoid their illegal 

are not asked for 

relationship with 

their 

the money¬ 

responsibilities 

changers, 

and since we do 

since the rules and 

not try to fulfill 

regulations for 

our 

democracy are not 

responsibilities. 

adapted and the 

the price list will 

grand 

not be adapted and 

consummation is 

approved and even 

not avoided. 

the commands 

since the 

which are released 

responsible 

by the government 

officials do not 

will not be 

serve the nation as 

acceptable in the 

their duty, 

market and will 

since the 

not be fulfilled. 



■ ■ W 

In the lieu of the passed year, when the signs of 
peace are appearing, the publications which 
struggle and shout for democracy appearing in 
the shapes of daily papers, weekly papers, 
monthly paper and so on, that have taken place 
beside those publications that are related to the 
government, society, culture and politics, are 
accumulating in Kabul city. 

The publications have the role between the 
people and the government and distinguish 
matters for the government and give advice to 
form a calm society and stabilize the country. 

They help the people know about the 
government's activities and adaptation of the 
similar rules by them without any faults. 

These publications are just limited in Kabul city 
and hardly ever appear in the provinces where the 
people still feel the smell of the war. 

These publications having freedom and 
independency are yet not able to publish what the 
people in the provinces need to know and hear 
about. 

For the betterment and factual freedom of these 
publications, those people should be pensioned 
off, who want to use the freedom for their own 
profit. 

The publications should be available in the 
provinces as soon as they are released in 
Kabul. It is not only the duty of the 
responsible officials of the publications, but 
also it is the responsibility of the government 
and they should pay full attention to it. 


What the people say! 


People say: 

The scholarships for 
going abroad have 
become the 

possession of the 
ministries. 

The officials take the 
benefit of the 
scholarships or 
provide the chance 
for their relatives or 
friends. 

People say: 

Most of the officials 
at the ministries 
appoint their 

relatives instead of 
appointing the 

former, rightful and 
experienced 
employees who were 
once working in 
these posts. Ministry 
of Martyrs and 
disables are leading 
this business. 

People say: 

The director of the 
"Meli bus" (national 
bus) claims that they 
have provided the 


people new buses 
and has given the 
administrations those 
buses which can not 
be used in the lines, 
but we all are the 
witnesses that most 
of the 

administrations are 
using the new 
imported buses for 
their transportation. 
It is yet not known if 
the "Mile bus" 
director has taken 
bribe or there is 
something else. 
People say: 

It is not clear that 
why reporting is set 
aside in the cabinet's 
meetings, why the 
respectable ministers 
do not say about their 
activities, why those 
are still not fired who 
are failed in 
performing their 
responsibilities, they 
all may have 


Anti¬ 
government 
Radio in 
Paktia 


A radio names Moqawmat 
(Resistance) has started its 
programs against the 
transitional government. 

The place where this radio 
is broadcasting is unknown, 
the frequency is unknown 
and the time of its programs 
is unknown as well. 

This radio gives anti¬ 
government sentences and 
incites the people against 
the government 
The groups which are 
remained from Taliban and 
Al-Qaida are busy with 
their anti-government 
activities in Paktia and its 
belonging areas 
The former news gotten 
from these areas confirms 
the existence of Taliban 
and the statements they 
released against the 
government. 

Pacha Khan Zadran has 
also declared his 

disagreement with Karzai 
and Ins government. On 
the other hand, the 
current government tries 
to increase the number its 
army and political 
activities in those areas. 


relations and no one 
may ask the others 
that why that all 
happens. 

People say: 

Giving the titles such 
as professor, master, 
engineer, 

doctor.were 

rewarding to those 
who did not know' 
even a word in war 
time and were very 
famous using these 
titles. And now, 
when there is peace, 
the disables are hired 
as pilots and the guys 
who have not run in 
their lifetime, are 
sent to foreign 
countries as athletes 
and sportsmen to win 
a title for the country. 
People say: 

Does the transitional 
government ask 
those high ranked 
officials not to work 
in two posts who 
work in two posts or 
own NGOs beside 
the governmental 
jobs. 
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"The women counsel 
of our province was 
founded on October, 1, 
2002 under frame of 
the women ministry 
and we tried to form a 
new Organization. 
After a month of the 
establishment, the 
province helped and 
provided us one of 
their offices located in 
the province area. 

They also provided us 
some tables, chairs and 
other supplies required 
for our office." Said, 
Faheemi Hidayat 

Mujadadi, directress of 
the women counsel of 
Nangarhar in an 
interview to the Erada 
reporter. 

She added "After 
arranging the office 
supplies, we started to 
activate the different 
sections of our 
organization and hire 


some 


women. 


Afterwards we dollars p 

inaugurated the carpet When tl 

weaving and tailoring this two 

sections. Our tailoring course, 
section accepts orders of given 


our caipet weaving 
section for the time 
being. We had a survey 
with the help of the 
Planning Ministry of 
Nangarhar and we made 
two courses with the 
help of U.N.D.P in 
Nangarhar for the 
widows, orphan and 
those women who have 
no supporters. 

One of the courses is for 
the pupils who want to 
learn caipet weaving and 
the other is for the pupils 
who want to learn 
tailoring. 

Our tailoring course is 
located in Khan Ji Chena 
of Jalal Abad which has 
one hundred and sixteen 
pupils, who are taught 
by eight experience 
teachers. The pupils are 
following this course for 
two and half months and 
they are paid 2 US 
dollars per day while the 
teachers are paid 5 
dollars per day. 

When the Pupils finish 
this two and half month 


sections. Our tailoring course, they will be 
section accepts orders of given a tailoring 
the NGOs and the other machine, iron and other 
organizations against a materials required for a 


suitable wage. 

Unfortunately we do not 
have enough places in 
our counsel to appoint 
more women and we 
have only eight 
instructors in our 
tailoring section and 


vage. tailor. 

o not In the very start of this 
;s in course, we had provided 
point the pupils some cloth to 
we make themselves 

eight uniform with the help of 
our the teachers and our 
and pupils still come to 


eighteen instructors in course regularly having 


on the uniform. 

Our caipet weaving 
course is located in 
Sehate-Aama square. 
This course has hundred 
pupils and eighteen 
teachers. We have 
eighteen carpet weaving 
looms in this course and 
every teacher controls 
one loom and trains six 
pupils per time. These 
pupils and teachers are 
paid the same as the 
tailoring pupils and 
teachers." 

In reply to the question 
that what programs the 
women counsel have for 
the future she said "We 
plan to have projects for 
handicrafts, soap making 
and powder making. 

We have talked to 
U.N.D.P and they have 
pledged to provide us 
with the financial 
support and we tiy to 
start those projects in 
Nangarhar as soon as 
possible. 

Most of our Afghan 

sisters will find jobs and 
the women will be able 
to perform their roles in 
the society." 

"We intend to take some 
land from the 
municipality for the 
women counsel and 
build another office. An 
American NGO names 
(Relief') has pledged to 
cover the expenses of 
this building." She 
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POSSIBILITIES FOR DEMOCRACY IN THE 

CLASS ROOM 


By: Dr. Joanna Santa Barbara, member of A fghanistan Peace Education Program, 
Center for Peace studies, McMaster University-Canada 
Web address: tvmv. humanities/mcmaster/~mneia 
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Your Erada to serve 


you 



Erada in performing its role, 
which is to serve the country 
and compatriots, is available 
with a grand issue and has 
planed to take a big step in 
publication and advertising in 
the country. 

Erada publishes announcements 
of the lost children, mental 
patients, assistance of the 
welfare NGOs. Red Cross, 
ministry of education, ministry 
of mnrtvre nnrl Hisnhlos nnrl 


immigration affairs for free. 
Erada charges only the expenses 
for the announcements like 
dy ing announcements, pray ing 
for the deaths and the free social 
services of the government and 
missing of the identity 
documents 

Erada accepts the advertisement 
of the governmental 
administrations and 

organizations with 50% 


Erada publishes business 
advertisements, 
advertisement for publicity of 
the national traders, interior 
and external NGOs with 30% | 
concision. 

Erada also gives free advice 
in arrangement of the 
advertisements and pictures 
for them. 

Address: office of Erada 
publication, Parwan mina. 
Haji Mir Ahmad Street ti 95 

(Ainial Shaflq) 


In October 2002, I had the 
great privilege of meeting 
some wonderful Afghan 
children in schools in 
Kabul and Jalalabad. Some 
of them were full of 
enthusiasm to contribute to 
peace, unity and economic 
developments - of their 
country. 1 also had the 
pleasure of meeting with 
some of the esteemed 
educators who were 

working on curriculum 
development From our 
discussions, 1 now they are 
incorporating themes of 
peace and unity in new 
curricula 

In one of our meetings, 
educators were eager to 
discuss possibilities for 
democracy in the 

classroom 1 would to set 
down a few thoughts on 
this topic. 

Afghanistan aspires toward 
participatory decision- 
making process. What 

shape it will take is as yet 
known Quite certainty, it 
must be an evolving shape. 
Western democracies have 
taken centuries to evolve, 

and in some ways have 
declined, with a 
disproportionate influence 
of corporate money on 
political power. 

Afghan participatory 

decision-making is a new 
creation and may learn 
lessons from other systems. 

Any political system must 
be rooted in the culture, 
which itself is always 
unfolding and evolving. A 
culture which can sustain 
participatory decision¬ 
making must move towards 
a more literate, better- 
educated population. This, 
of course, Afghanistan is 
trying to do, with the help 
of outside assistance. 

The culture expresses 
itself in decision-making 
structures in all spheres, 
including the classroom. 
A very authoritarian, 
hierarchical culture will 
have classroom where the 
teacher holds all the 
decision-making power 
and the children none. In 
the school structure, the 
principal will be similarly 
dictatorial with the 
teachers. In advantage of 
such a structure are 
clarity and orderliness in 
addition, adjusts 

undeniably know more 
about the world. 
Disadvantages are a great 


loss of the creative 
energy of those low 
down in the hierarchy, 
whose opinions, wishes 
and ideas are not sought in 
decision-making. 
Opportunities are lost for 
training young people in 
responsible and thoughtful 
citizenship. 

Are there ways of 
balancing adult knowledge 
and wisdom with youthful 
creativity, and with the 
need of young people to 
learn to be active, 
responsible citizens? 

My brief experience 
suggests that Afghan 
children's, based on values 
derived from there families, 
are very altruistic and 
oriented to the actions 
based on groups well¬ 
being. 

It may be possible to 
encourage more decision¬ 
making power for the 
children in the classroom. 
We all learn better by doing 
rather than by listening to a 
lecture. Here is an 
imaginary scenario. 

The shift begins with the 
chairs or mats in a rough 
circle, ready for the class 
meeting. All the children 
and the teacher take their 
places. Jameela, one of the 
students, is chairperson for 
the day. 

Jameela: "Salaam, 

everyone. Are there any 
announcements for today?" 
Niloufar: "Yes, Fatima's 
mother had a baby on 
Thursday. Congratulations 
on a new sister, Fatima." 

Everyone gives good 
wishes to Fatima. 

Jameela: "any more 

announcements?" 

Teacher: "Yes, 1 am very 
pleased to tell you that 
every single girl in this 
class has Mastered 
quadratic equations. 
Every one passed the test. 
Congratulations to all and 
thanks to those girls who 
helped others in this task" 
Jameela: "Great, now are 
there any conflicts or 
problems we have to 
solve?" 

Aisha: "well, yes. I do 
not know if I should say 
this. We didn’t have 
enough exercise books 
and the not-so-good 
students missed out. I 
don’t think that is fair." 


The class now engages on a 
discussion of this problem, 
listening to several points 
of view, and comes to a 
discussion. Jameela guides 
the process, with a little 
coaching from the teacher. 

Jameela: "any other 

problem?" 

Zerka: "Some of us have to 
sit by the windows in the 
middle of the day. The sun 
is so hot, my brain fries and 
1 can not work." 

Sadia: "We need a curtain." 
Aisha: "there is no way we 
could get one." 

Hajira: "what if we all 
brought a small peace of 
material and sewed it 
together?" 

The girls discuss this idea 
Jmeela brings the meeting 
to a close and the teacher 
begins the first lesson. 

I believe that Afghanistan 
needs young people who 
are creative and fell aware 
of some possibility of 
putting there ideas into 
action. Skills of problem¬ 
solving and conflict 
resolution through dialogue 
are a vital resource It is 
even possible to consider 
letting children have some 
say in what is taught and 
how it is taught In my 
teaching of the subject of 
Conflict Transformation to 
university students in 
Canada, feedback on 
content and process is a 
weekly event. The students 
like this and, I believe, 
learn better. I learn from 
the students. The classroom 
is a fine place to learn 
participatory discussion¬ 
making. 

In this classroom circle, 
the students experiment 
with two modes of 
discussion-making. They 
try voting, in which the 
majority prevail. This is 
faster, but may leave the 
minority unhappy. Then 
they try consensus 
decision-making. This 
requires longer dialogue, 
but reaches tnore 

supported sustainable 
decision. They decide to 
use a combination, 
according to the 
circumstances. 


Reminding: 

Erada publishes fwol 
pages in Eng//sh| 
?very Thursday. 
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